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Course Master of Management and Accounting 

Subject Accounting Harmonization and Corporate Governance 

Academic year 2023/2024 Curricular year 1st Study period 1st semester 

Type of subject Compulsory Student workload (H) Total: 168 Contact: 60 ECTS 6 

Professor(s) Helena Saraiva 

☒ Area/Group Coordinator 

☐ Head of Department 
(select) Rute Abreu 

 

PLANNED SUBJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

• Acquisition of skills and knowledge about the process on the national and international harmonization.  
• Review of the causes and stages of the international standardization process.  
• Review and integration of the SNC (Sistema de Normalização Contabilística), as a process of Portuguese 
accounting standards; study of Accounting and Financial Reporting Standards.  
• Deepening of knowledge associated with the governance of commercial companies and identification of 
some corporate rules. 

2. PROGRAMME 

1. The international accounting diversity and the need for harmonization and standardization of 
accounting 

2.  International accounting harmonization 
2.1 - General aspects of accounting standardization objectives 

2.1.1  Objectives 
2.1.2  Advantages and disadvantages 
2.1.3 Accounting standards and accounting planning 

2.2 - Some references to accounting harmonization worldwide 
2.2.1 Objectives of the international accounting harmonization 
2.2.2 Contemporary accounting planning - major models accounting standards 
2.2.3 The IASB : origin, objectives and structure 
2.2.4 Standards issued by the IASB 
2.2.5 The EU accounting harmonization in Europe 

3. Accounting harmonization in Portugal 
3.1 The Accounting Standards Committee 
3.2 Accounting standardization in Portugal 

3.2.1 Accounting standard setters 
3.2.2 Instruments accounting standard 
3.2.3 Sector accounting standards in the public and private sectors of the economy 

4. The Accounting Standards System ( SNC – Sistema de Normalização Contabilistica ) 
4.1 Presentation of the CNS ; 
4.2 Framework; 
4.3 Study of the NCRF (Normas Contabilísticas de Relato Financeiro): 1, 4 , 5, 6 , 7, 8 , 9, 10 , 11, 12, 

18 , 19, 20 , 21, 22 and 24. 
5. Corporation Management  

5.1 Management and supervision of Societies 
5.2 Corporate Aspects 

5.2.1 Company formation and realization of capital; 
5.2.2 Responsibilities of partners, managers, and members of supervisory boards 
5.2.3 Accountability and application of results 
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5.2.4  The assumption of continuity and the article . 35th . of the Companies Code Law. 
5.2.5 Concentrations of business activities (NCRFs 13, 14 , 15) 
5.2.6 Working capital  increases and reductions. 

3. COHERENCE BETWEEN PROGRAMME AND OBJECTIVES 

The first chapter describes the theme of international accounting diversity. At this stage the pedagogical objective 
involves the identification of the need for accounting harmonization . 

In the second and third chapters of the frame is held accounting standardization in a Global, an European and a 
national level. Here, the pedagogical objectives relate to the acquisition of knowledge about the process of 
international harmonization - the main causes and steps - and on this kind of evolution in the Portuguese case. 

The fourth chapter is performed a review of the SNC and its annexes . At this stage the pedagogical objectives are 
the identification of the legal framework of the SNC and main normative references for understanding the 
conceptual structure of the SNC , its main concepts and their practical application. The overall goal is the 
understanding of this system and the main aspects of the rules that constitute it. 

Finally societal aspects of corporate governance are addressed. 
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Legislation and Regulations: 

SNC I SNC II 

Decreto-Lei 158/2009 de 13 de julho Decreto-Lei 98/2015 de 2 de junho 

Declaração de retificação nº 67-B/2009 de 11 de 
setembro 

Decreto-Lei 192/2015 de 11 de setembro – SNCAP 

Aviso 15652/2009 de 7 de setembro Portaria 218/2015 de 23 de Julho – C. Contas 

Portaria 1011/2009 de 9 de setembro Portaria 220/2015 de 24 de Julho – DF 

Portaria 986/2009 de 7 de setembro Aviso 8254/2015 de 29 de Julho – EC 

Aviso 15655/2009 de 7 de setembro Aviso 8255/2015 de 29 de Julho NC-ME 

Aviso 15654/2009 de 7 de setembro Aviso 8256/2015 de 29Julho NCRF-RG 

Aviso 15653/2009 de 7 de setembro Aviso 8257/2015 de 29Julho NC-PE 

Decreto-Lei 160/2009 de 13 de julho Aviso 8258/2015 de 29Julho NI 

Decreto-Lei 36-A/2011, de 9 de março. Aviso 8259/2015 de 29Julho NC-ESNL 

Decreto-Lei 64/2013 de 13 de maio.  

 

Sites 
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 http://www.ifrs.org/Pages/default.aspx  

 http://www.ifrs.org 
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5. TEACHING METHODOLOGIES (INCLUDING EVALUATION) 

Theoretical and practical classes, emphasizing the theoretical issues that frame the concepts of 
accounting harmonization and its legal and regulatory framework in Portugal, through lecture method 
and discussion of practical situations. 

Continuous Assessment:  

The student obtains approval when the weighted average of the theme of work assigned by 
choice/lottery, and the mini test, is higher than or equal to ten points, being exempt from examination.  

Final assessment: the student who has not obtained the continuous assessment or have not done it, gets 
approval rating when the examination is equal to or greater than ten points, the same being held at the 
times and dates to be booked by the School Board. 

6. COHERENCE BETWEEN TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND OBJECTIVES 

As already mentioned above are specific objectives of this course:  
- The acquisition of skills and knowledge about the process of national and international harmonization;  
- Review of the causes and stages of the international standardization process;  
- The review and integration of the SNC as Portuguese accounting standardization process;  
- The study of the NCRF;  
- Increasing the knowledge associated with the governance of commercial companies and identify some 
corporate rules.  
All these objectives are achieved by two methods: method of teaching and assessment method. In the 
first case it is intended to provide students with tools necessary for understanding and inclusion of these 
goals through the tools described in the previous paragraph and in the second case, validate the 
understanding of these goals. In this sense, the student will conduct continuous assessment or 
assessment by examination, as described in Section 5. 

7. ATTENDANCE 

Not applied/considered. 

8. CONTACTS AND OFFICE HOURS 

Adjunct Professor Helena Saraiva; Email: helenasaraiva@ipg.pt; Office: 56 ESTG 

Office Hours: Wednesday: 14:00 - 16:30 or on dates and times to be agreed between the applicants. 

DATE 

24 de outubro de 2023 
SIGNATURES 

Professor 

 
(Prof. Helena Saraiva) 

Area/Group Coordinator 

 
 (Prof. Rute Abreu) 
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